THE    GOLDEN    AGE

tunity for linking East Prussia more closely to
Poland was presented when, in 1525, Albrecht
of Brandenburg, Grand Master of the Order,
informed the King that he intended to join the
Reformation and convert East Prussia into a
secular Grand Duchy. He could not, of course,
count on recognition from the Pope or the
Emperor; the only authority for him was the King
of Poland. Sigismund consented, on condition that
Albrecht reaffirmed his fealty and he did so in
the market place of Cracow. The scene is im-
mortalized in a painting by Matejko, the Polish
artist, which is known to every Pole. Perhaps
the Germans invading Cracow in 1939 will be
reminded of that significant event. At all events,
for many generations after it occurred, Prussia
developed and prospered as a German province
under the Polish Crown. Such things were
and are possible; it is only a matter of mentality
and *hat is why Hitlerism sought and forced
a bloody solution of the Corridor Question in

1939-

In 1529 Masovia was also incorporated in
Poland, owing to the extinction of the Masovian
dynasty. From then on Warsaw became the capital
of Poland, and has always played a tremendous
role in the life of the country, and a particularly*
glorious one in Poland's many immortal fights for
liberty.

During the reign of Sigismund Poland attained
a high level of prosperity and culture. Under
Sigismund Augustus (1548-1572) Poland acquired
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